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Abstract:

Increasing concern over the impact of hot weather on health has fostered the development of public health
interventions to reduce heat-related health impacts. However, evidence of the effectiveness of such
interventions is rarely cited for justification. Our objective was to review peer-reviewed and grey literature
evaluating interventions aimed at reducing morbidity and/or mortality in populations during hot weather
episodes. Among studies considering public risk perceptions, most respondents were aware when an
extreme heat episode was occurring but did not necessarily change their practices, primarily due to a lack of
self-perception as vulnerable and confusion about the appropriate actions to be taken. Among studies of
health outcomes during and following heat episodes, studies were suggestive of positive impacts in
reducing morbidity and mortality. While the limited evaluative work to date suggests a positive impact of
public health interventions, concern persists about whether the most vulnerable groups, like the elderly and
homeless, are being adequately reached.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2872323

Resource Description

Early Warning System: &

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Temperature
Temperature: Extreme Heat
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified
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Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States, United States
Non-United States: Europe, Non-U.S. North America
European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : United Kingdom; France; Czech Republic; Portugal
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Morbidity/Mortality
Intervention: X
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content
Timescale: @
time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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